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Programme of Sfecial Events

covering the Celebration Period.

W‘T—

|
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24th,

Rev. B. b. Burdess
Birmingham

Preaches at 10.45 a.m. and 6 p.m.
OPEN-AIR SERVICE at 5.30.

=

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28th,

Missionary Pageant and
| Garden Party.

SUITDA Y, AUGUST 3i1st,

; Rev. 7. B. James

i |

| . Preaches at 10.45 am. and 6 p.m.
)

| Great Re-Union of Old Schofars and Workers at 2.30

| Messages from far and near. - g

. F. B. JAMES.

Address by the Re
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FOREWORD.

UR first word in seekingtto compile this Handbook must
be one of deep thanksgiving to God for the grace and the
mercy which enabled gur forefathers and us to keep the

Standard of the Cross flying at Whitecroft for 100, years. - Humbly
we acknowledge the honour which has been laid upon us in being
thus chosen of God to be ‘the medium through which the blessings
of His Gospel have been conveyed to succeeding generations in
the locality.

When the Centenary and Jubilee Celebrations came up for
discussion, it was agreed that a booklet containing some
account of the origin and growth of the Church should be
issued. I was asked to undertake such a work, and accepted.
Knowing that others who had a long life of active Christian work
to look back upon would render all the assistance they could,
and thus make my task the lighter. In this respect I must ack-
nowledge very gratefully the reminiscent chats with Mr.-Joseph
James, who is a veritable encyclopaedia of Methodist lore.

In this little sketch doubtless many names of worthy and
loyal workers past and present will be missed. If so, that must
not be ‘taken as a reflection on the work they did in the Church,
nor the love they bore for the honoured Sanctuary, but to the
brevity of the sketch which is here presented.

Our fathers were “ high-minded men,” and we to-day have
a glorious heritage. It is our earnest desire that the celebrations
of the Centenary and Jubilee of dear old Whitecroft shall result
in a deepening of the spiritual life of the Church and a renewed
and increased readiness to  spend and be spent ” on the part
of all our members. So shall the years that lie ahead bring tri-
umphs eclipsing even the glorious  good old days,” and we
shall find it increasingly truc that the  best is yet to be.”

T. M. PRICE.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th,
GREAT CENTRAL MEETINGS
of the Centenary and Jubilee.

Rev. DINSDALE 'ﬂ YOUNG, D.D.

(Westminster Gentral Hall)
Preaches at 3.45 p.m.

PUBLIC TEA AT 5 O’CLOCK.
GREAT MEETING at 7 o’clock
Chief Speaker: Dr. YOUNG.

Special Music by Massed Choirs of the Circuit.
Chairman: Mr. T. H. DEAKIN, J.P.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER T7th,
Rev. Frederick Balch
(Now Superintendent Minister)

Preaches at 10.45 a.m. and 6 p.m.
OPEN-AIR SERVICE at 5.30.

** We trust that friends from far and near will join
us at these great inspiyational gatherings.
6
|

/

Mr. T. M. Price's Old Society Class.

Rev. F. G. Gatehouse
(Superintendent Minister)

Rev. F. B. James
(Visiting Centenary Preacher)
An "Old * Minister
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WHITEGROFT CHAPEL.

A Short Historical Sketch.—1824-—1924.

O dccount “of the history of a Methodist Chapel would' be

N complete, without some reference to the great founder of
Methodism, and while it cannot be claimed for Whitecroft

that it has any direct association with John Wesley, yet we know
{rom his journals that he visited Coleford on two distinct occasions.
Tt is recorded that on Monday, March 15th, 1756, he reached
Coleford in the evening and found a plain, loving people who
received the word of God with gladness. The second visit belongs

-to the date August 17th, 1763, Mr. Wesley rode from Chepstow

to Coleford, He writes,  The wind being high, I consented to
preach in their new room, but large as it was, it would not hold
the people, who appeared to be not a little affected of which
they gave sufficient proof by filling the room at 5 o'clock in the
‘morning. %

It hardly seems possible, however, that Wesley’s visits to the
Forest bore lasting fruit, for there does not appear to be any
records of Methodist Societies, existing or of chapels being built
until the year 1824—61 years after Wesley’s last recorded visit
to Dean Forest, when Whitegroft Chapel, whose Centenary we
now celebrate, was erected.

A number of Godly working miners and their wives, however,
some of whom appear to have come into the locality from South
‘Wales, after meeting for Sunday worship in their several homes
for a while,at length made the great adventure of faith, and greatly
daring, set about building what was the first Methodist Chapel
in the Forest.

Among this handful of Methodist heroes were Mr. and Mrs.
Joesph Preest, grandparents of Mr. Joseph James, who had been
in the habit of walking all the way to Redbrook to worship God,
taking their dinners with them and picnicing down by the
brookside.

¥ The piece of ground wheréon the chapel was built was given
by a Mr. Price, who lived in a Cottage adjoining. The foundation
stone was laid by Mrs. Joseph Preest amid a scene of great re-
joicing, and the chapel was opéned in the year 1824 with swelling
Tearts on the part of this handful of courageous and loyal Method-
ist workers. Success seems alfost immediately to have attended
9
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. HISTORICAE SKETCH  (contined) |

this venture of faith, for it i recorded that in a few years follow-
ing such a gracious work of God broke out that the Sanctuary
was scarcely big enough to hold the congregation. In 1849, g
when  the great Methodist “ split” took place, there were
actually 102 members. Strangely enough, 51 went out, and
joined the Methodist New Connexion, meetingin a building hard
by, and 51 remained in. 1 b

It must have been en éxceedingly difficult and trying time

during the great controversies which waged over this period, and

as is frequently the case when this form of internal strife arises,

the love of many began to wax cold, and the spiritual vitality 1
of the Church fell into the neighbourhood of zero.

Adter a lapse of 10 years or so, the section which had gone
over to the New Connexion from the mother church, came Back g+ |
again, though, as we have already indicated, not all returned.

Just about this time the celebrated Peter Mackenzie became

Junior Minister in the Circuit, taking up his residence at Coleford,

Now. began a season of very great awakening and blessing.

Peters’ means of travel was wpon horse-back, and whenever his

pure white mare was seen bringing the preacher to the service,

people flocked to the House,of God, and filled it to overflowing, !
Targe numbers listening, and following the service from the bank |
which sloped down from the eastern side of the building.

Peter Mackenzie’s week-night services were often attended by
colliers who came direct from their work at the pits rather than
miss hearing him. In those days, it will be remembered, men
worked in the mines 12 hours per day, not seven hours as now.

In the ranks of the local preachers who used to occupy the
high box pulpit which stood in the corner, were men of real grit
and heroic self-cffacement. To-day they would be regarded as
crude and illiterate, but they had the grace of God in their hearts,
amd would go through fire and water to proclaim the unsearchable
riches.

One brother had such a contrary wife that she contrived to
hide his Sunday suit on the Saturday, to prevent him going to
his appointment on the morrow. Another brother, who was
familiarly known as Ned Kear, was preaching from the text,
“ For the great day of his wrath is come, and who shall be able
to stand?” ¢ I shall,” shouted a rough voice in the spirit of
‘bravado, from the back of t? gallery. “ Then thee’t a ta alter *
thee ways,” promptly replied the preacher. Another charactér- |
istic story of this “local ” i§ that after preaching at Cinderford:





Mr. Ghas. Phipps
{(Ex-Steward and
Yife-TongMember).

Mr. Joseph James
(Oldest livingMember
& Local Preacher).

Mr. T. M. Price
(Secretary of Centen-
ary Committee)

~

(Mr. Riley Brown
(Chapel Stewara).

Rev. C. Fornley Jones
(Junior Minister).

Mr. Jos. Pickthorne
(Senior Steward).

Mr. Harry Vedmore
(Representing a wide
family of workers)

Mr. Joseph Wintle
(School Super.)

HISTORICAL SKETCH (continued).

Wesley, he was told by the Super that some of the people there
objected to his grammar, and he was asked to look to this by the
time he next visited Wesley. Soon afterwards he was again
appointed there, and announced his text : * The wicked shall be
turned into hell, with all nations that forget God,” adding,
“ There’s grammar for you !

The Good Friday Tea and Anniversary Services were always
great occasions in the old Sanctuary. It was no uncommon thing
to tea 400 people on the Good Friday. Methodists attended this
Annual Festival from far and near, and. the resources of the
building would be taxed very severely. For many years the
bread and cake were made at the home of Mr. Isaac Morse at
Yorkley, who, with some helpers, would be busy for a whole
week previously making ready for the annual repast.

What labour was put into the loved cause in those old days !
but it was a real labour of love. Our ancestors at Whitecroft
were heroic people. They lived and died for the cause of God in
their midst. In those far away days when narrowness, godlessness,
and blatant irreligion were rife in the Forest, this .Church, com-
prising a handful of buoyant and brave Christian spirits, bore
faithful witness to God, the Holy Scriptures, and the immor-
tality of the soul, and certainly not without success.

There was Mr. William Phipps, the first to be christened
in the old chapel. He lived to become leader in the musical
portion of the worship of God, when the voice was assisted by
stringed and reed instruments. There were Mr. and Mrs, Joseph
Preest, already mentioned—grandparents of Mr. Joseph James,
whose strength of character and deep piety were an untold asset
to his early church. There was Mariah Phipps, by all accounts a
real mother in Israel, and a downright inspiration to others in
good works. There was Thomas Morgan, whose class mectings
in his house were long remembered affer he had gone home. Then
there was William Tooze, a character whom everybody quoted
quaint and goo. Mention should be made, too, of Susan James,
John James, G orge Phipps, George Pearse, Isaac Morse, and
many “others who  through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies
of the aliens, out of weakness were made strong, and are now a
part of that great cloud of witnesses. May we follow in their
train | s

And now to pass on to the present chapel, whose Jubilee we
celebrate at the same time. It will be seen that the building of
the new chapel in 1874 coincigled with the Jubilee of the old,
which was now to serve as a s{hoolroom.

13
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HISTORICAL SKETCH (continued).

Tt appeacs thatswhen M;;rrsaac Morse went to Whitemead
Crown Offices to negotiate for 4 piece of land upon which to build
the present chapel, he found that the very piece that was wanted—
adjoining the old building—had been bought and paid for by
an unknown friend some years previously. This was an agreeable,
surprise, and enabled the people to set to work with buoyant
spirits with the erection of the ghapel. Mr. Joseph Hale, happily
still alive and keenly interested, was a member at Whitecroft
then. He most generously drew up the plans for the new build-
ing, and played a prominent part in its erection.

The Rey. James Hill (Super&and Rev. T. Harrison (Junior)
were the ministers stationed in the circuit at this time, and the
Rev. Thomas Nightingale (Chairman of the District) performed
the opening ceremony.

Many of the outstanding workers in connection with the
opening of the chapel have passed home to their reward. They
include Isaac Morse, William Johnson, George Pearse, George
Phipps, William Phipps, George Price, Thomas Summers, Jim
Brown, George Dash, Isaiah Phipps. Only Joseph James and
Charles Phipps remain with us, and it can easily be understood
with what joy they enter into the celebrations of the Centenary and
Jubilee of the sacred buildings. It appears the contract price for
the building of the chapel was £750. Of this sum only £300 was
forthcoming at the time of opening, leaving a debt of some £450
to be faced. This turned out to be a very serious handicap, and
hung like a millstone round the neck of the Trustees, who had ‘
the utmost difficulty in meeting the interest on the borrowed
money.

After struggling in this manner for eight years, a deputation
was sent to the Quarterly Meeting to get permission to sell the
property. This rather startling proposal woke up the Chapel
Committee at Manchester, as in fact it was intended it should,
and after correspondence they sent down a very good offer of
relief, which was accepted. This resulted in £150 being wiped off
the heavy debt,

From that time onward the workers never looked back, but
gallantly overcame all difficulties, until at length the whole of
the debt was cleared, and the Church able to turn its attention |
to the more vital and spiritual side of its work. 4

Just about this time, at the opening of the present century, I
the development of the Sunday School work, and a growing

interest in the Church on the of our young people made it
imperative that ntore accommgdation should be found to carry
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HISTORICAL iKETCH (continued).

this work to fruition. The Trustees called a meeting, and the
matter was discussed, with the result that, following a splendid
lead by Mr. T. H. Deakin, promises amounting to some £300 or
more were made, and the work of extension put in hand forth-
with. That extension included the new schoolroom with the
Guildroom above. Hardly had the scheme been put into operation
before such a wonderful spirifial awakening shook the place as
had never been equalled in the Church.

In the ordinary work of the Bible Class and Wesley Guild
young people found the Saviour. The Sunday Services were
crowded, and fraught with such power as to be perfectly inde-
scribable, The chief topic in the pits, behind the counter, or in
the playing fields, was the great religious revival, The Class
meetings were times of wonderful blessing. The Young Men's
Friday Night Class—a photo of which accompanies this sketch—
establishing an influence and a name for itself far beyond the
confines of its Whitecroft home. One incident as showing the
“urge ” that was upon our young people during this period :
They were invited to Clearwell to carry some of the revival fire
into that village, and 30 or 40 of them went one Friday evening,
They preached and sang the Gospel from the village cross, then
repaired to the P.M. Chapel. They returned home at a late hour
with “I'm not ashamed to own my Lord” upon their lips,
rejoicing in having led some 20 souls into the Kingdom—one
a most notorious character, who to-day is Local Preacher and
Sunday School Superintendent of that little cause.

Rev. Daniel Bisbrown was minister here in those days, and
he had a number of extraordinary experiences. One was. that
while praying for the fire of the Lord to descend, the pulpit be-
neath him shot into flame. The whole congregation quickly
constituted itself the fire brigade, and both aisles were
filled with buckets and baths: of water ready to quench
the violence of the fire. This promptness doubtless saved
the building, which certainly would have been destroyed
had the outbrea occurred at any other than service time.

Whitecroft cannot claim to have sent out many men into
the ministry, though at least tWo men can be recalled, namely,
Harry and Percy James. The Rev. Harry James labours in
Rhodesia, his brother Percy being in the home ‘work at Chippen-
ham. A number of young ministers, however, have found excellent
wives in the ranks of our girl workers in the Church, among the
number being Revs. Llew. Roberts, F. B. James, W. Bradshaw,
P. W. James, and Alfred Salmon. The last named is on our South
African work.
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HISTORICAL $KETCH (continued).

In recent years our Church at Whitecroft has sent out a
large number of fine Christian Workers into many lands other
than our own. It has meant a big depletion of our strength'and
resources, but what has been our loss is gain to others, and in
this we must rejoice. In fact our greatest desire and prayer is
that we may in the future as in the past be the nursery in which
is being trained numbers of young people who shall make their
mark, and wield a high influence in the wider spheres of life.
We think, too, at this time, of some who have passed within the
veil in their vigorous young manhood. Among others, Charlie
Phipps and Alec. Lee, both of whom wielded an enormous
influence, and were a credit to the church which raised them.
Then later, Mr. Tom Phipps, who for many years exercised such
an influence in the musical life of the church.

It only now remains to be said that it is felt by the Leaders
that the time is opportune for a forward move in our church life.
The Centenary Celebrations we feel will be a great fillip in that
direction, and preparations should be well advanced for a definite
spiritual move in the autumn.

Mr. Josiah Pickthorne and Mr. Joseph Wintle, our excellent
stewards, are keenly alive to the possibilities of the hour, and
with the ever young veteran, Joseph James, with us to inspire by
example as well as by precept, the horizon brightens perceptibly,
and the rank and file of our workers will later on have cause to
rejoice as those that joy in harvest.
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